
 “Superbly rendered visual images . . . stunning . . . Young 
elementary school students will identify with Jake’s situation, 
and the easy reading level and engaging illustrations make this an 
excellent offering for both shared and independent reading.”

 — Carolyn Bailey, ForeWord Clarion Reviews 

____________________________________________________

“This story demonstrates how each of us fits into the big picture 
of the universe in small and significant ways we can be proud of. 
The illustrations alone are meaningful, but coupled with the text, 
they make the experience one you won’t want to miss.”

— Deborah K. Ilardi, editor, School Nurse News 
 

____________________________________________________

“A  delight to read—fun rhymes and playful use of language. 
The illustrations are AMAZING.  The page with the worm in the 
superhero cape never fails to produce a hearty belly laugh from 
our 5 year old. And yes, a beautiful message too.”

 — L.D., Amazon.com          

9 780988 678415

51395
ISBN: 978-0-9886784-1-5

SUPPLEMENTARY ENRICHMENT 
for

Winner, Mom’s Choice© Award 
for Excellence in Family-friendly Content



Jake, Dad, and the Worm
by Martha Sears West

SUPPLEMENTARY                                             ENRICHMENT 

1. How can you tell where an earthworm has been crawling?

2. Why does it help earthworms to be slimy?

3. Jake’s dad is busy raking leaves, but what would he rather do?

4. How do earthworms loosen the soil?

5. What do you think the world would be like if we didn’t have any earthworms? 

6. How many hearts does an earthworm have?

7. If a worm is underground when it rains, what does it do? Otherwise, what might   
 happen to it?

8. What are some other names for the earthworm?

9. How long might an earthworm be when it’s through growing?

10. Draw a picture of how a real earthworm looks. Remember to draw the ring around it  
 called the clitellum. What is it for? 

11. Do you think Jake’s worm would care about a trophy? What language is written on the  
 trophy? What does the English translation say?

12. Learn about some other kinds of worms in the world. What worms are NOT heroes? 

13. Draw a make believe picture of a worm doing something you can do.  You might dress  
 it in a costume. Maybe you could be in the picture too. 

14. What is your worm doing? Could a real worm do it? Why not?
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15. Draw pictures of yourself working or playing. Number them in order as they show you 
 moving and changing positions.

16. Do something a worm cannot do such as:
 • Play a kazoo, whistle, hum, or sing.
 • Run in racing shoes.
 • Jump.
 • Have a hamburger with pickles on the side.
 • Smile.

17. Keep wearing your smile and help someone do the following:
 • Pick up trash.
 • Rake leaves.
 • Pull weeds.
 • Find other ways to improve your yard or the neighborhood.

18. Stay in one place and watch a patch of grass or earth. Can you find  
           something interesting; some action or small drama there? If nothing    
           happens for a long time, maybe the soil has been poisoned to kill the 
           insects or weeds. Find another spot. Tell or write a description of it. 

19. What is vermiculture? Find out on http://www.vermiculture.info/

20.  Here are some great words to know: invertebrate, organic matter,  
            spineless
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